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Today we are going to pronounce
8 (long) double-vowel sounds

Standard phonetic sym
bols
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8 Long double-vowel sounds (i)
Vowel    sound (i.p.a.)
“ay” apron eɪ
“air” airport eə
“igh” ice cream aɪ
“oh” open əʊ

8 Long double-vowel sounds (ii)
Vowel sound (i.p.a.)
“ure” pure ʊə
“ear” cheer ɪə
“ow” town aʊ
“oy” boil ɔɪ



09/11/2022

3

Emma’s video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HdXCF8KHSMQ

How are these sounds spelled?
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Spelling the double-vowel sounds
Vowel Sound

‘ay’
‘air’
‘igh’
‘oh’
‘ure’
‘ear’
‘ow’
‘oy’

Common spellings
play, gate, sail, great, they
air, rare, their, there, prayer
eye, pie, light, cry, bike
dough, coat, toe, sew, sow, bow
cure, tour, sewer, urine, mural
rear, cheer, here, pier, souvenir
town, out, bough, bow
toy, oil Common spellings are underlined

There are a few triple-vowel sounds
Add the second “a” sound after a double vowel sound
… for example:

Hour “ow” sound followed by “a”
Choir “igh” sound followed by “a”
Visual “ure” sound followed by “a”

But mostly there’s a pause between the double vowel sound and the 
next vowel:

Lower “oh” sound , then a pause, then “a”
Flower “ow” sound , then a pause, then “a”
Buyer “igh” sound , then a pause, then “a”


